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Govt gets tough on Kyoto pact

The Yomiwr Shimbd

S0 az to be able to meet its commitments
under the Kyoto Protocol to curtail emds-
gions of greenhouse gases, the government
decided Tuesday Lo revise energy-saving
standards for home appliances and fuel ef-
ficlency standards for heavy vehicles in fis-
cal 206

Aflter the revision, liguid cryvstal- and
plazma-display TVs as well as trucks and
buses will be subject to regulations gov-
SMIng eneTgy saving,

Under the Energy Conservation Law,
standards have been based on the “[ront-
runnér approach,” under which mansfae-
turers of domestic applisnces are urged Lo
produce products with an energy-efficien-
¢y rating on par with the best products cur-
rently on the market. Currently, 18 home
appliances, incloding air conditioners and
refrigerators as well as passenger vehicles
are subject Lo the regulation,

After the revision, DVD recorders, In
ternet routers, electric rice cookers and mi-
crowave ovens will be added Lo the list, as
will LCD- and plasma-display TV sets.

In addition, buzes and heavy trucks will
be added to the vehicle categories, which
will be the first time in Lthe world an ener-
gy-efficiency standard has been applied to
buses and trucks,

Under the Kyoto Protoool, Japan is to re-
duce its average emission of greenhouse
gases between 2008 and 2012 by 6 percent
from the 1980 level,

However, in fiseal 2003, the emizsion in-
ereased B3 percent from the 1990 level
Given this trend, boosting energy efficlen-
¢y in transporiaton and home appliances
i5 scen as vital Lo reducing emissions.

The specifics will be discussed by advi-
sory panels of the Economy, Trade and In-
dusiry Ministry and the Constroction and
Transport Ministry.

The government aims to add the three

items—except Internet roaters—by April
by revising the enforecement regulations of
the law.

Even though heavy trucks and buses
that welgh more than 3.5 tons emit a huge
volume of greenhouse gases, there has
been no standard in place Lo measure fuel
efficiancy,

Therefore, the vehicles were not subject
to an eneTgy-saving standard,

As for trucks weighing more than 4.5
tong, the government will set up 11 fuel-
consumplion targeis based on vehicles
weight, ranging from 4.04 to 1083 kilome-
ters per liber.

If vehicles do not meet thelr targets, the
governiment will make public the names of
the manufacturer and the vehicle models
and fine the makers.

By applving the standard to heavy viehi-
cles, the government hopes to increass fuel
efficlency in fiscal 2015 by 12 percent from
the facal 2002 level,



